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Black women sometimes experience discrimination in ways similar to 
white women's experiences; sometimes they share very similar 
experiences with Black men. Yet often they experience double 
discrimination – the combined effects of practices which discriminate 
on the basis of race, and on the basis of sex. And sometimes, they 
experience discrimination as Black women – not the sum of race and 
sex discrimination, but as Black women.







Definition

The interconnected nature of social categorisations such as race, class, 
and gender as they apply to a given individual or group, regarded as 
creating overlapping and interdependent systems of discrimination or 
disadvantage. – Oxford English Dictionary



Intersectionality IS

• Acknowledging the fact that people experience the world differently 
based on their combination of characteristics

• A lens for understanding the ways different forms of inequality work 
together

• A framework for challenging discrimination and inequality

Intersectionality IS NOT

• About a ‘new hierarchy of victimhood’, ‘identity politics on steroids’, 
or ‘oppression Olympics’







How to take an intersectional approach:

• Recognise differences exist

• Use specific language

• Show solidarity with other movements

• Fill out your demographic data



Any questions?



Further reading

• Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist 
Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory and 
Antiracist Politics

• The intersectionality wars

• Intersectional feminism: what it means and why it matters right now 

• What is intersectionality? All of who I am

• She Coined the Term ‘Intersectionality’ Over 30 Years Ago. Here’s 
What It Means to Her Today

• Kimberlé Crenshaw - On Intersectionality - keynote - WOW 2016 
(video)

https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1052&context=uclf
https://www.vox.com/the-highlight/2019/5/20/18542843/intersectionality-conservatism-law-race-gender-discrimination
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/6/explainer-intersectional-feminism-what-it-means-and-why-it-matters
https://theconversation.com/what-is-intersectionality-all-of-who-i-am-105639
https://time.com/5786710/kimberle-crenshaw-intersectionality/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DW4HLgYPlA

